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Project Synopsis 
(450 Words Max) 
 
Very broadly, what is the 
goal of the project? What 
will you do? Save 
specifics for the next 
sections. How does this 
research affect a 
potential backer/reader 
of your proposal? 
Answering this is critical.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Project 
Background 
Information 
(800 Words Max) 
 
• What important work 
has already been done 
in this field? 
• Is there a critical piece 
of knowledge that is 
currently missing?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Project 
Significance 
(800 Words Max) 
 
• Why is this field so 
important? 
• How does this project 
fill the missing 
knowledge (from the 
question above)? 
 
Try to answer the "so 
what?" question for a 
reader who is brand new 
to the topic.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Project Goals 
(800 Words Max) 
 
What do you plan to 
carry out/produce? Think 
about defining goals as 
steps or methods.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Budget Total 
 
List the total funding 
amount needed for the 
research project (or, 
portion of the research 
project) 
 

 
 
 

 
Budget Breakdown 
 
List the line-item 
breakdown of the budget 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Budget Description 
(1000 Words Max) 
 
Explain why this 
research can't happen 
without funding. This 
section should be more 
general than the 
itemized list above. 
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